Women Know What's Hot

1 he hotrest topic in concrete
T Epair s our next genera-
tion,” says Tanyva Watten-
burg Kamas, Ph.lh, from California
Stare University, Chico, Komas is in
a unbque position to know this. She
works with students in the Concrete
Inchastry Manapgement program.
Becounting some recent experiences
with her students, she led off the pre-
sentatione at the fourth annwal Wiomen
in Concrete Luncheon and Forum ar
the World of Concrete in Februzarny.
The 2002 program included a panel of
experts discussing hot industrr trends.

Repairing our pagt
Komas led the event by describing
her student mesearch ream's efforts in
imvestigating higonic concrete at Poinie
du Hox, Bommands, Fraoce. The wam s
evahzating WWII concrete bunkers using
omgire inssion testing methods and non-
destmctive teging equipteent. The goal
Is 1o mabilize the eroded D-Thay landing
gibe 50 it is safe enough for WWII veter-
ang to vigt the cliffside momrment.

“For our younget peaple, pressving
a site like this, there i no better way 1o
communicate what really happened .o
understand the raglc evens ™

Craating today
The next speaker, Sheltie Rigsby, owner
of AcanfhusConcrete Stain Designs,
Mano, Texas, explained the many op-
poctunities available today in decorative
conerete. “The technclopy has changsd
g0 mmch in the kst 11 years, it's so
exciting” says Rigsby

She also provided a step-by-step
account of the technigues and materials
ehe used o create a downsized version
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of The Alamea, which inchded insulat-
ing concrete forns, samped vertical
omerlars, gencils, and handcarring. “It's
a kot more fun if you go outside the
b to explore what you can do,” says
Rigsby of decorative concrete projects.
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She went on to say that the down
eoonomy does nod have to be bad news
for decorative concrete coniracions.
The ker is to provide cost-etfective
options to architects who want aristic
elemenis in scaled-tack budgets
“There's srill a lor of business our
there, but we have totell the architects
whars available™

Planning our futura
The final speaker, Julie Babb Smith of

the FIGG Engineering Group, Tallahas-
sz, Fla., detailed how the [-35% bridge
in Minmeapolis incorporated sistain-
abllty into every aspect of the design.
“When I talk abour sostainable design
for this bridge, the things 1 am meferring
o are protecting the environment with

eco-friendly matenals and pracrices, and
creating a2 lasting design for the future
with quality, innevation, and planning,”
E3ys Smith.

With an expected 100-vear ser-
wice life, the bridge opened Sep. 18,
2008—11 months after the projec
began, three months ahead of schedule,
and a lirtle more than a year after the
infamous collapse that killed 13, Bco-
friendly materials used in the project
include recycled apgregate and photc-
catabyric cement produces that reduce
airborne pollutants, thereby cleaning
the aic. “They ckean the alr and they
are also self cleaning. It was the Gra
use of this cement in Morth America.”
grys Smith.

Smith aleo explained how this was
traly a comrmuanicy project, down o the
children making decorative tiles to adom
a permanent part of the new bridpe.

Co-hosted by ConcreTe ConsTRUOC-
o and ThHe Comcrere ProDocen
magazrnes and sponscred by LaFaree,
the two-hour program brooght togsther
female professionals from all sepments
of the concree constniction Industry,
and prowided them with a unigque
opportunity mo conmsct with peers.
Wiew wideos of the presenrations at
www.Concreteconstriction net. G4
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